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Il Network Euro-Alpino

The Sub-Regional Euro-Alpine Network was
launched during the Joint Meeting of the Wildland
Fire Advisory Group / Global Wildland Fire
Network in June 2010, and received a strong
impulse by the European project ALP FFIRS. The
mission of the Euro-Alpine Network is strongly
associated with the high cultural and linguistic
complexity of the region, as well as high specificity
of the alpine fires. As a consequence, this long-
lasting platform for cross-border cooperation in fire
management and knowledge exchange will allow
continuing to share practical experiences,
documentation of case studies and updating the
alpine forest fire dataset. The experiences about
fuel characteristics on fire behaviour and intensity
will allow the members of the network to draw
conclusions on prescribed burning and fire
suppression.

For more details please visit

http://www.fire.uni-
freiburg.de/GlobalNetworks/EuroAlpine/EuroAlpine.html

Interview with Renata Pelosini and
Graziella Priod from Arpa
Piemonte, Project Lead Partner
If you should happen to think to the whole

ALPFFIRS project course, that come at the
ending stage by now:

What are the main differences, compared to
the initial expectations?

As already mentioned on different occasions; ithe

project success is mainly due to people which
part in, to their background and enthusiasm. That

to develop products and activities which were ;no
expected, first of all the great participation by the Side

of A.I.B. operative people, as demonstrated by the
fire drill agenda.

Which was the most difficult mement.and

how it turned out?

After the project approval, the starting ac
was not properly difficult, but rat CO

institutions which were involved ru

adapting the local administrative p
(Alpine Space) Program le

delay occurrediin the'expe

oint, ssential qui
rog a s

Among the achieved results, which one
pleased you most?

The widening of the operational forest fire warning
system to the nearly whole of the Alpine region is an
important result. At the beginning it used to be
considered even too ambitious, since the difference of
knowledge and skills by the partners side. The
uniqueness of the danger scale and of the operational
warning system strengthens all the activities done by
the ALPFFIRS community, even at international level.

Which could be a nice picture you will
remember as a souvenir photo?
Fire fighters from Canton Ticino working together with
the A.I.B. volunteer corps and Italian Fire Brigade to
put out the moke fire during the Locarno drill, held on
May 2012 (see the picture below).

What about the future?

The objectives shared among all the partners are the
efficient upkeeping of the common operational alpine
forest fire warning system and of the connection
network which were enabled to be set up by the
ALPFFIRS project. One of the priorities that will be
considered during next years are the cooperation
widening on forest fire issues even towards countries
not involved in the ALPFFIRS project and the
consolidation of all results already achieved.

Locarno, CH, cross-border exercise
Italy-Switzerland, May, 4th, 2012.

Meeting and final project exercise

The final meeting of ALP FFIRS project happened
15" 2012 in Turin, Italy, wherein project
pi s presented at the public the final results
ons that have done during the period

this occasion publicity materials
d: the publication entitled “Forest
Alps, prediction, knowledge and
o protect our forest heritage”, and a
ormed by two turning disks that show the 5
forest danger scale defined during the
t and sha by Alpine countries (see

e ).

istr'




ALP FFIRS

Alpine Forest Fire Waming System

After opening regards, the results obtained by
ALP FFIRS expert team work were exposed by
Project Lead Partner, Arpa Piemonte; in the
afternoon these results were examined in depth
with participation of different project partners.
During the meeting, a video of project realized by
Arpa Piemonte was showed.

Subsequently there was the delivery of
guidelines for politician and manager: These
recommendations were edited by Universitat fur
Bodenkultur, Vienna, outcome of 3 years of work
and collaboration of ALP FFIRS team about
forest fire in the Alpine area. The authorities
delegations of countries and regions involved in
the project (Canton Ticino, Piedmont Region,
Lombardy Region, Veneto Region, Autonomous
Region of Friuli Venezia Giulia, France, Austria
and Germany) have acknowledged the
recommendations and have highlighted as the
forest fire prevention is an important strategy to
support and incentivize. At the conclusion of
meeting the rewards were given for diligence of
public authority and local government.

The June 16", 2012 the Piedmont AIB volunteer
of fire fighting service prepared a practice
exhibition at Valgioie (TO), before a curious
audience. The volunteers set up 4 different
scenarios, each one identified with coloured
bands corresponding of forest fire danger level
scale: from level 1 and 2 together corresponding
to very low and low danger level, to level 5
corresponding to very high level. The activities
were carried out in succession from lower to
higher level so the audience could see the
activity of volunteer corp at work along a define
route. In each scenario a speaker illustrated and
explained the activities that were occurring. The
aim of this exercise was to demonstrate as
monitoring and active fighting forest fires change

depending on current danger leve

Practice exercises with the helicopter and manual
equipment

Alpine Forest Fire Glossary

With the contribute and collaboration of
project partners and people that work about
forest fire in different fields, a multilingual
glossary have been created and stamped for
the end of the project. The aim is to facilitate
communications and connections among the
actors involved in order to favour
international cooperation in forest fire
monitoring, prevention and suppressing
operations, including information
dissemination and awareness raising
activities addressed to the public.

This glossary is simple and easy to consult
and includes all terms about forest fire, both
technical and generic terms also about
different field connected with forest fire, as
meteorology, divided for thematic areas.
Each term is translated in 5 languages of
Alpine Space countries (English, French,
Italian, German and Slovenian), and it is
associated with an image to facilitate
understanding.

InSide the glossary there is the Alpine Forest
Fire Ranger Scale composed by 5 danger
2|s, translated in all the Alpine languages.
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