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in the picture above: welcome speech by Lead Project Partner 
in the picture below: meeting conference room 
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·  Euro-Alpine 
    Network 
 

·  Interview with R. 
Pelosini and G. 
Priod, Arpa 
Piemonte,  Lead 
Project Partner 

 

·  Meeting and final 
project fire drill  

 
·  Alpine forest fire 

glossary 

 
·  ALP FFIRS 

Operational System  
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Turning discs including the forest fire danger scale (on the 
left) and the publication “Forest fires in the Alps: knowledge, 
prediction and cooperation to protect our forest heritage” (on 
the right), the items given out at the final meeting.�G
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·  Among the achieved results, which one 
pleased you most? 

The widening of the operational forest fire warning 
system to the nearly whole of the Alpine region is an 
important result. At the beginning it used to be 
considered even too ambitious, since the difference of 
knowledge and skills by the partners side. The 
uniqueness of the danger scale and of the operational 
warning system strengthens all the activities done by 
the ALPFFIRS community, even at international level. 

 

·  Which could be a nice picture you will 
remember as a souvenir photo? 

Fire fighters from Canton Ticino working together with 
the A.I.B. volunteer corps and Italian Fire Brigade to 
put out the moke fire during the Locarno drill, held on 
May 2012 (see the picture below).  
 

·  What about the future?  
The objectives shared among all the partners are the 
efficient upkeeping of  the common operational alpine 
forest fire warning system and of the connection 
network which were enabled to be set up by the 
ALPFFIRS project. One of the priorities that will be 
considered during next years are the cooperation 
widening on forest fire issues even towards countries 
not involved in the ALPFFIRS project and the 
consolidation of all results already achieved. 

 

 
 

Locarno, CH, cross-border exercise  
Italy-Switzerland, May, 4th, 2012. 

 
 

Meeting and final project exercise  

The final meeting of ALP FFIRS project happened 
at June 15th, 2012 in Turin, Italy, wherein project 
partners presented at the public the final results 
and the actions that have done during the period 
of project.  In this occasion publicity materials 
were distributed: the publication entitled “Forest 
fires in the Alps, prediction, knowledge and 
cooperation to protect our forest heritage”, and a 
paper formed by two turning disks that show the 5 
levels forest fire danger scale defined during the 
project and shared by the Alpine countries (see 
the pictures in pag 1).   

 

   

Interview with Renata Pelosini and 
Graziella Priod from Arpa 

Piemonte, Project Lead Partner 
             

If you should happen to think to the whole 
ALPFFIRS project course, that come at the 
ending stage by now: 
 

·  What are the main differences, compared to 
the initial expectations?  

As already mentioned on different occasions, the 
project success is mainly due to people which took 
part in, to their background and enthusiasm. That led 
to develop products and activities which were not 
expected, first of all the great participation by the side 
of A.I.B. operative people, as demonstrated by the full 
fire drill agenda. 

 

·  Which was the most difficult moment and 
how it turned out?  

After the project approval, the starting activities stage 
was not properly difficult, but rather complex. Many 
institutions which were involved run into difficulties in 
adapting the local administrative procedures with the 
(Alpine Space) Programme rules, so that an initial 
delay occurred in the expenditure certification. On this 
point, an essential requirement to access to the 
European loans is to be provided with streamlined 
and adaptable administrative procedures. 
  

Il Network Euro-Alpino 
 
The Sub-Regional Euro-Alpine Network  was 
launched during the Joint Meeting of the Wildland 
Fire Advisory Group / Global Wildland Fire 
Network in June 2010, and received a strong 
impulse by the European project ALP FFIRS. The 
mission of the Euro-Alpine Network  is strongly 
associated with the high cultural and linguistic 
complexity of the region, as well as high specificity 
of the alpine fires. As a consequence, this long-
lasting platform for cross-border cooperation in fire 
management and knowledge exchange will allow 
continuing to share practical experiences, 
documentation of case studies and updating the 
alpine forest fire dataset. The experiences about 
fuel characteristics on fire behaviour and intensity 
will allow the members of the network to draw 
conclusions on prescribed burning and fire 
suppression.  
For more details please visit  
http://www.fire.uni-
freiburg.de/GlobalNetworks/EuroAlpine/EuroAlpine.html   
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After opening regards, the results obtained by 
ALP FFIRS expert team work were exposed by 
Project Lead Partner, Arpa Piemonte; in the 
afternoon these results were examined in depth 
with participation of different project partners. 
During the meeting, a video of project realized by 
Arpa Piemonte was showed. 
Subsequently there was the delivery of 
guidelines for politician and manager: These 
recommendations were edited by Universität für 
Bodenkultur, Vienna, outcome of 3 years of work 
and collaboration of ALP FFIRS team about 
forest fire in the Alpine area. The authorities 
delegations of countries and regions involved in 
the project (Canton Ticino, Piedmont Region, 
Lombardy Region, Veneto Region, Autonomous 
Region of Friuli Venezia Giulia, France, Austria 
and Germany) have acknowledged the 
recommendations and have highlighted as the 
forest fire prevention is an important strategy to 
support and incentivize. At the conclusion of 
meeting the rewards were given for diligence of 
public authority and local government.  
 

The June 16th, 2012 the Piedmont AIB volunteer 
of fire fighting service prepared a practice 
exhibition at Valgioie (TO), before a curious 
audience. The volunteers set up 4 different 
scenarios, each one identified with coloured 
bands corresponding of forest fire danger level 
scale: from level 1 and 2  together corresponding 
to very low and low danger level, to level 5 
corresponding to very high level. The activities 
were carried out in succession from lower to 
higher level so the audience could see the 
activity of volunteer corp at work along a defined 
route. In each scenario a speaker illustrated and 
explained the activities that were occurring. The 
aim of this exercise was to demonstrate as the 
monitoring and active fighting forest fires change 
depending on current danger level.  
 

  
 Opening briefing before exercise. 

 

Alpine Forest Fire Glossary 
 

With the contribute and collaboration of 
project partners and people that work about 
forest fire in different fields, a multilingual 
glossary have been created and stamped for 
the end of the project. The aim is to facilitate 
communications and connections among the 
actors involved in order to favour 
international cooperation in forest fire 
monitoring, prevention and suppressing 
operations, including information 
dissemination and awareness raising 
activities addressed to the public.  

 

This glossary is simple and easy to consult 
and includes all terms about forest fire, both 
technical and generic terms also about 
different field connected with forest fire, as 
meteorology, divided for thematic areas.  
Each term is translated in 5 languages of 
Alpine Space countries (English, French, 
Italian, German and Slovenian), and it is 
associated with an image to facilitate 
understanding. 
Inside the glossary there is the Alpine Forest 
Fire Danger Scale composed by 5 danger 
levels, translated in all the Alpine languages.  
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The ALPFFIRS 
Operational System 

 
The ALPFFIRS Operational System is 
online from the end of October, 2012. 
Every day, the ALPFFIRS partners 
send the XML files containing the alert 
levels for the day and the alert level 
forecasts up to two days in advance to 
the server hosted by the leading partner 
ARPA Piemonte. A map collecting all 
these data is produced according to the 
European Scale of Forest Fires in the 
Alpine Area and then published on the 
project website.  
Although the alert levels are calculated 
independently by each region, with the 
use of different fire weather indices and 
a customized system of thresholds, the 
meaning of the levels is the same and 
is defined in a univocal shared way. 
The system is available in English and 
in all the languages of the Alpine 
countries. Case studies and description 
of the meaning of the alert levels will be 
available soon. 
Most of the partners decided to give full 
public access to the alert level 
information, few of them decided to 
publish the levels only in the private 
part of the ALPFFIRS website. The 
Operational System map is currently 
linking also to information from external 
links of institutions not participating to 
the ALPFFIRS project, and we hope we 
will be able to become an aggregation 
point for further infos about the wildfires 
alert levels in the Alpine Area. 

 
Figure to the side: An example of a 
map produced by the ALPFFIRS 
operational System on October, 7th, 
2012. Light blue: very low level; green: 
low level; yellow: moderate level; 
orange: high level; red: very high level; 
purple: private data/external link. 
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